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(2)    The sites of any bazaars or other places pointed out under the pro-
visions of Law 3 of 1885 or any amendment thereof may be transferred by the
Lieutenant-Governor to any Council of a Municipality, subject to existing leases
thereovera and every such transfer shall be free of transfer stamp duty, and regis-
tration or other charges, and any such bazaar or site so transferred shall be
deemed to be a bazaar or area set apart under sub-section (1) of this section.

(3)    The provisions of section two of this Ordinance shall, mutatis mutandis,
apply for the purpose of enabling a Council to close such bazaars and areas and
lay out other land suitable for the same.

(4)    The term 'Council*  in this section shall include a Council of a Muni-
cipality whether  constituted  under  the Municipal Corporations Ordinance,
1903,  the  Municipal  Corporations Amendment Ordinance,  1904, or under
any special law.

The British Indian Association at Johannesburg has lost no time in
protesting against the contemplated transfer of the control of the Bazaars
to the municipalities.1 The objections to such transference are, in our
opinion, unanswerable. The whole of the Asiatic question is still pending,
and is the subject of correspondence between the Imperial Government,
and the local Government. Law 3 of 1885, as both the parties have
stated, is only a stopgap to be swept away as soon as possible. Any legis-
lation, therefore, based on that law and amplifying the restrictions is in-
consistent with the attitude of openness which the local Governments are
bound to maintain. If not, what becomes of Mr. Lyttelton's statement
that at least the status quo ante bellum would be kept up? Moreover, the
prejudices of the town councils and local boards of the Transvaal are very-
strong on the colour question. They do not hesitate to proclaim them
from house-tops, and some of the councils and boards would even go so
far as to use violence, if they could. Under the circumstances, whilst there
is a position of uncertainty as to the future, it seems strange that the Trans-
vaal Government should bring in legislation as if Law 3 of 1885 were
never to be erased from the Statute-book.
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34. A SECRET CONCLAVE
Our contemporary, the Transvaal Leader, publishes a message from
its Pretoria Correspondent to the effect that His Excellency Sir Arthur
Lawley granted a private interview to the leaders of the anti-Asiatic Con-
vention, among whom were present Messrs Loveday and Bourke. The
Leader's correspondent also states that the interview was prolonged and
that the interviewers left Sir Arthur with complete satisfaction. The cur-
tain is then drawn over what actually took place. Lord Selborne, when
he met the Boer leaders and members of the Responsible Association, adop-
ted a different attitude. He invited the Press, and saw to it that the pro-
1 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary",   pp. 11-2.